




M
y enthusiasm has reached its peak, and

words, however lavish, cannot fully ex-

press how joyous it is to be alive at

such a time as this.  My people and I have long suf-

fered from the ill effects of immediate gratification

that dictated that we blow our monies, resources and

energy on “enjoying” life.  This we’ve done, paying

little to no attention to our future, the future of our

family, race and nation.

As a result of our obsession with this very short

lived, instantaneous high, most of us drive nice cars,

live in comfortable surroundings, wear the best

clothes, eat good food, and enjoy great entertainment

– but we’re broke, living

paycheck to paycheck.

The sad irony is that

Blacks and Latinos spend

more money in New York

City than all other races

combined.  We are the

richest consumers and the

poorest merchants, and

while we continue to

spend the most money, we

are sitting quite comfort-

ably on the very last rung

of the socioeconomic lad-

der, twiddling our thumbs.

But now there is a real

paradigm shift.  There is

music in the air and this melodious sound gets

sweeter and sweeter every time our people gather

for a seminar, pick up the telephone, and access the

internet to address our new “#1” agenda - economic
empowerment.

In this era of globalization, economics is on the

main stage.  Corporations, nations and people

groups everywhere are talking about financial inde-

pendence and their place in global economics.

They thrive on a “do-for-self-regardless-of-whose-

expense” motto.  And guess who ends up paying the

costly price?

You guessed it!  Blacks and

Latinos have gone from being

the labor force that created this

global commerce to being the

primary consumer force that le-

gitimizes international trade and

global economics.

Why am I so happy?  Because this powerful

group of consumers who has endured slavery and a

long series of exploitations is finally turning their

attention to the only path to true freedom – eco-

nomic growth and active commerce.  Motivated by

a correct understanding of God and man’s respon-

sibility to control his own resources, many Blacks

and Latinos are now trailblazing new paths.

Now, more than ever, preachers are preaching,

teachers are teaching, and advocates are proclaim-

ing that “righteousness without ownership is un-

righteous, and freedom without economics is

slavery of the mind.”  It is comforting to note that

tens of thousands of our

people are now buying

into the delayed gratifi-

cation approach.  As op-

posed to buying a new

luxury car now to enjoy

the ride, they are invest-

ing on Wall Street and in

businesses, pooling re-

sources, investing in in-

come generating

opportunities, and find-

ing other ways to make

their money work for

them as opposed to al-

ways working for their

money.  This is the new

direction, and it is truly the legitimate path to free-

dom and independence.

As we embrace this new path, allow me to intro-

duce to you, with great enthusiasm, the Church,

Business and Community Conference.  Here’s an

event that will seek to spark a spiritual, economic

and political revival in our community.  The con-

ference will challenge corporations and government

agencies to expand access and opportunities to

businesses and organizations in our community.

And for the two days of activities, an array of par-

ticipants will gain deep insight into key areas, in-

cluding: politics; government, minority and

women-owned-business enterprises; the state of

Pan-Africanism and the Black world; the church,

health and healing; criminal justice; education; and

our economic stake in a rapidly changing world.

Please give this your attention as together we

work to guide our families and community to the

next level of FREEDOM.
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